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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
We have had a very busy but productive time leading up to
the end of this term, as is evident from the many activities
featured in this newsletter.
Year 11 have tackled their very important Mock GCSE exams
and we were very impressed with how the students
approached the two weeks of exams. They have had their
results event in order to understand what it will be like in the
summer to go through their Results day. They are all working
with their teachers in order to reflect on what they need to do
to make further progress in the actual summer exams.
Year 7 have settled well this term and it was wonderful to
celebrate all of their achievements with so many family and
friends at our recent Celebration of Achievement evening.
We look forward to the other KS3 and KS4 celebrations
evenings planned for later in the year.
I n Assemblies we have spent time looking at the qualities and
skills we endeavor to help the young people of Ernulf
develop: Resilience, Empathy, Aspiration, Contribution and
Happiness.
This term our students have continued to excel at contributing
both within Ernulf and the wider community. Our ethos of care
and compassion for all is very evident in the many activities
students have been involved in, such as the collection of
hampers for the foodbank, the concerts for Crisis at Christmas
and the Christmas Tea Party for residents of local care homes.
Students have been fully involved and have also enjoyed
these experiences. A particular highlight was the KS3
Christmas Fayre with all of the various stalls being organized
and run by the students.
At the heart of Ernulf is our focus on learning. I am delighted
that so many of our students are achieving positive attitude to
learning grades each lesson and that this is continuing to
increase, with more than 85% of all lesson monitor grades
given as “ONES” (excellent attitude to learning). The school’s
attendance figures have continued to improve and we are
now regularly as a whole school achieving the government
target of 96% and above. This is very encouraging and I am
grateful for the support from parents and carers. Research
continues to stress the link between good attendance and
student progress.
At the start of the academic year, we launched Doddle as our

new home learning platform. Feedback from parents, carers
and students has been positive. Doddle means that it is easier
to support and monitor the completion of home learning tasks.
Regular student panels this term have shown that Doddle is
helping students to independently complete work and revise
class learning. Therefore, I am delighted to inform you that
Doddle have been working on an app which is now available
to download. The app can be downloaded by both students,
parents and carers on the Google Play store and the iOS
App store. To find it, simply search for ‘Doddle Learn’ and
download the app free of charge. When downloaded,
students, parents and carers use their existing logins to access
the app. Students, parents and carers need only log in once,
meaning no more forgotten passwords. The app will send
daily notifications allowing all to stay up to date with
upcoming and due homework.
if you experience any problems accessing Doddle or using the
Doddle App, please do contact your child’s Head of Year.
I am also very appreciative of the support from the business
community at Ernulf both in terms of being involved in student
learning in curriculum subjects and also participating in the
vital Careers Education Information Advice and Guidance
(CEIAG) our students receive. We are looking forward to
working closely with Laing O’Rourke, our employer partner,
over the next two terms.
Finally I would like to wish staff, students and their families a
peaceful and joyful Christmas break.
Ms Tracy Brogan
Principal
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EDUCATIONAL VISITS
APPLE STORE — MILTON KEYES
At the end of November, our Year 10 Digital Information Mr Cook commented: “The staff at Apple have been first class.
Technology students visited technology giants Apple in Milton This is something that we could not have replicated in the
Keyes to attended a 'user interfaces' workshop.
classroom and we are very grateful for Apple's support. All the
students were fully engaged and we are looking forward to
Students took the opportunity to use the latest Apple technology
another session in the near future”
and to work with industry experts to produce their own working
user interfaces, before presenting their ideas to the class.
Year 10 Digital Information Technology students will be taking
part in a number of workshops throughout the next 12 months.
We were delighted to be able to offer this exciting opportunity
to our hard working students to collaborate with and learn from
a company like Apple - it really is an exciting time for our KS4
curriculum and this is another development that gives our
students an outstanding learning experience.

NOONAN GIGGS — PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

JAMES BUNDY — BUSINESS
ENTREPENEUR

Matt Giggs & Joanne from Noonan Giggs Property
Management visited Year 10 Enterprise students at Ernulf
to give them an inspirational talk on running your own
business. The class were really engaged and hopefully, it
inspired a few budding entrepreneurs.
We are grateful once again for the visit. It benefits the
students learning and they enjoyed getting to work with
successful entrepreneurs. Thank you to Matt Giggs and his
team for their continued support.

Local entrepreneur James Bundy visited Year 10 Business
students to share his experiences of running a business.
James, who has been an avid supporter of Ernulf for a
number of years, spoke about the challenges of running a
business, from recruiting new staff, managing costs, and
how he is dealing with potential challenges from Brexit.
Mr Cook said "we are very grateful that James has given
his time to support our students. Experiences like this are
vital and support the outstanding curriculum on offer at
Ernulf".
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EDUCATIONAL VISITS
BOSCH REXROTH
On 3 and 7 December Year 10 Engineering students visited
Bosch Rexroth. Both visits took place in the Bosch National
Training Centre St Neots.
The visits comprised of an activities day examining how
hydraulic mechanisms work and giving the students
opportunity to take part in modelling hydraulic systems.
On the second visit the Bosch Engineers introduced to the
students their first piece of coursework.
Ernulf and Bosch have been working closely to produce an
assessed unit of work which could be linked to the products
Bosch are involved with.

Two of Ernulf’s finest!
Brothers Karl and Jake
Samal, who are both ex
Ernulf Engineering students,
mentored a couple of small
groups giving them technical
information about Bosch
products, including the London
Eye.

Students were able to interview the Engineers and find out
the answers to questions they had prepared before the visit.
Karl is currently studying his second Degree in Electrical
Engineering (Mechanical Engineering was his first) and Jake
is studying for a degree in Mechanical Engineering.
Bosch Engineers talked to the Year 10 students about the
London Eye and its component parts. The students really
enjoyed the two visits and were able to return to the
Academy with valuable research material to help them
complete their coursework.
We would like to thank you Bosch for the support given to
our Year 10 Engineering students.
Tinashe Takundwa examining
Hydraulic systems using models

Seb Barnard and Joel Wurf interviewing one of the Bosch
Engineers
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On Friday 9 November, Ernulf Academy began its
Remembrance events dedicated to all those who fought or
died in World War 1. Students released heart shaped
biodegradable balloons, each one with a name of a soldier
who died from the local area in the First World War. Jamie
Green , Head of Humanities commented “the 90 balloons
will make a strong visual statement to the students and to
the community about those who lost their lives in WW1. The
specially sourced balloons are designed to have a low
impact on the environment.”

All classrooms in the school have adopted a soldier as a
way of showing students the sheer cost people from this
town paid during the First World War. This is the first of
many events taking place this year to remember those who
sacrificed so much in this the centenary anniversary of the
end of the First World War.

FOCUS ON… MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Year 7 Choir at Senior Citizens Lunch
Members of Year 7 performed at the Senior Citizens Christmas
lunch arranged by Ernulf students. The Year 7s brought
Christmas cheer with their selected traditional carols.
The students have been working through break and lunchtimes
within the Music department to learn the pieces and build
confidence – something which was shown during their
performance at the Year 7 Celebration Evening on Thursday
6 December.
The students have shown talent, a hard working mentality,
confidence, and a caring nature beyond their years. Well done
all.

Year 11 ‘Crisis at Christmas’ Concerts

YEAR 7 & 8 THINK TANK TRIP
Early in the morning of Tuesday 27 November, Year 7 and
8 students met in the bus layby for our Trip to Birmingham’s
Think Tank for their Science trip.
The Think Tank provides many hands on activities for the
students to try and they, Mr Schleising and Ms Thomas, were
looking forward to trying them all.
Students spent time in the various sections
of the museum which included: How to stop
a viral outbreak, World War II fighter
planes, a Forces garden, and The power
of steam to name but a few.

Year 11 Music students have been showcasing their talents at
their self-arranged concerts within the school at lunchtimes. The
concerts are to raise awareness and donations for the charity
“Crisis”. Crisis aid the homeless by giving them food, a place to
get out of the cold, an education, and support beyond that of
their physical needs. Their emotional wellbeing and self-image
is vastly improved by the aid of Crisis.
Not only have Year 11 Music arranged the shows, in their
entirety by themselves, but they have also chosen this charity as
one of special meaning to them. The shows were held on
Thursday 13 and Friday 14 December and were free for all to
attend – donations were optional but encouraged.

The students had a fabulous time and really enjoyed the
activities the Think Tank offered. This was our first visit to
this venue and we will most definitely be returning.
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YEAR 7 CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT EVENING
This half term saw our first Celebration Evening of the year, success.
starting with the Year 7 Celebration of Achievement evening Well done to all of Year 7 for the positive start they have
on 06 December.
made and we look forward to them continuing this positivity
It was fantastic to see so many students rewarded for their throughout the year. For those students who didn't receive an
hard work since starting at Ernulf Academy this year. We award this year, there will be another celebration evening in
would like to thank all the parents and carers who attended, Year 8 so keep working hard.
it was great to see so many people celebrating the students'
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CHILDREN IN NEED — THE GREAT ERNULF BAKE OFF
enter the competition, and Lucy Freeman won the Star Baker
award for Year 8. Well done to both girls!

Shana shines in Star Baker Success!
Year 9 pupil Shana Gavigan was crowned star baker after 17
budding bakers from Years 8 and 9 were pitted together in the
Grand final of the 2018 edition of
the Great Ernulf Bake Off. She
made these fantastic Maid of
Honours, a shortcrust pastry filled
with strawberry jam and vanilla
sponge, decorated in the Pudsey
styling.
The technical ability shown in the overall
baking of these was the biggest
highlight for Mr Fowler, who was
extremely pleased about the standard
of cooking on display in the Food room!
We have some talented bakers here at Ernulf Academy!
There were other winners from the day too. Tanisha Patel won
the "Technical Designer" award for submitting the best design to

There were Bake Off events happening throughout the week of
12 — 16 November, including staff and parent events. Many
thanks to all of those who donated their time, efforts and bakes
to our fundraising cause. We raised £204.57 by selling off all
of the entries.
Below are a list of winners throughout the week
Staff Takeover - Mrs Gibson
Year 7 Takeover - Lucy Heath
Year 8&9 Takeover - Euan Foster
Year 10&11 Takeover - Lucy Brittain
Well done to everyone who took part in the Great Ernulf Bake
Off this year!

ERNULF COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS

DUKE OF EDINBURGH

Hampers for the St Neots Foodbank

Ernulf becomes a Duke of Edinburgh Licenced Organisation

Ernulf Community Champions were once more called into action
as we chose the St Neots Foodbank to support this Christmas.

The way the Duke of Edinburgh Award is run has changed this
year. Instead of Ernulf working under the Cambridgeshire
County Council Licence we were granted our own licence.

The students, each tutor group, and staff were challenged to
collect enough food items and treats to make a hamper to
support families that wouldn’t find this Christmas as easy and
comfortable as most of our students.

Ernulf students and staff immediately responded to the
challenge and 16 large hampers were made filled and
collected by The St Neots Foodbank for distribution last week.

This means that we are now able to apply for grants and
support towards giving our students the best opportunities and
access to activities that will support them to becoming confident
young people.
Ms Thomas said “this is an exciting
opportunity to broaden the horizon
and challenge our students to go
out of their comfort zones and
succeed where they might never
have considered succeeding”.

This year 18 students are starting the Bronze award and 8
students starting their Silver awards. Additionally five students
will be completing their Silver award.
Follow them on twitter @ernulf_DofE

KS3 CHRISTMAS FAYRE & SENIOR CITIZEN’S CHRISTMAS TEA PARTY
This term saw the start of what we hope will be the first of Ms Thomas collected our guests whilst the Year 10 students
many community events that our Ernulf Community were busy setting up the venue. Our guests all arrived in
Champions will organise and support.
festive spirits and were served tea, cream and jam scones,
sandwiches, and cake.
It started with the Key Stage 3
Christmas Fayre. Year 7, 8, and 9
Year 9 student Tom Hall provided the festive music and the
supported by our Silver Duke of
Senior Citizens were treated to a couple of carols sung by
Edinburgh Students organised and ran
the Year 7 Choir. At the end of the afternoon our guests
stalls of games, cakes, and raffles in
returned home with the promise of ‘doing it all again’ at
order to raise money for the Senior
Easter. We hope that this will just be the start of many
Citizens Christmas Tea. The Fayre ran
collaborations between Ernulf
over two days and raised over £125
and our Senior Community.
towards the Senior Citizens Tea.
It was then the turn of our Silver
DofE students to set up the Tea
Party and residents from local Care
homes were invited to attend.
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CHANGES TO TUTOR TIME IN JANUARY 2019
From Monday 7 January the students will be having a longer The timings for the start and end of the day will remain exactly
tutor time in the morning of 25 minutes and there will not be an the same but the timings of the lessons, break and lunch-time
afternoon registration. Instead students will go straight to will be slightly different.
lessons for Period 5 after the lunch break.
Please note these amended timings will come into effect as of
We are making this change to ensure that we use tutor time in 07 January 2019.
the most effective way, for example to deliver key aspects of
the PSHE (personal, social, health education) curriculum.
Two sessions each week will cover PSHE work previously
delivered in our ECM lessons and will run alongside the
Curriculum and Enrichment Days. Having the longer session in
the mornings will also mean that we will be able to look at any
additional support and intervention needed for identified
students such as literacy work or preparation for examinations
for KS4 students.
We will also be able to ensure that our students are fully
prepared for the future in terms of Careers Education
Information Advice and Guidance (CEAIG).

CAREERS EDUCATION, INFORMATION, ADVICE AND GUIDANCE
Throughout this half term there have been numerous exciting
careers events happening across the Academy.

‘Meet the Professionals’ workshop. This involved students
meeting with and speaking to a number of local employers
to find out more about their job roles. Students were given 8
UK National Careers Fair
Back in October, 40 of our Year 9 and 10 students minutes to spend with each professional in order to ask as
attended the careers fair in Birmingham. This was a many questions as they could to get an idea of the skills,
fantastic opportunity for students to explore the variety of qualities and attributes that are required for each job. The
college courses, sixth form providers and apprenticeship employers who attended the workshop were very impressed
opportunities available to them when they leave school. The with the questions that the students came up with and their
students left the careers fair equipped with not only a engagement and interest throughout.
breadth of knowledge about the pathways available to Woodgreen Careers Fair
them, but also with an array of gadgets, stationary and Year 9 students visited the careers fair on the penultimate
sweets which made the trip a very popular one!
day of term. Once again, this will be an opportunity for
students to gain more of an understanding of all of the
University of Cambridge
A group of our Year 10 students were invited to spend the career and education pathways available to them when
day visiting the university. The students undertook a range leaving school. This was particularly useful to our Year 9
of seminar style sessions focused around the different students who will be choosing their Year 10 options next
subject areas that may be of interest to them should they go term.
on to study at university. Additionally, there was an
introduction of what studying at university is like and
students were given a tour of one of the colleges within the
university to gain an insight of what life as a university
student is really like. This trip was a real eye opener for
some of our students, particularly those who had previously
not considered university as an option.
Meet The Professionals
This half term has seen our Year 8 students taking part in a
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PE DEPARTMENT NEWS
The PE Department have been very busy this half term from
successes within sports fixtures, trips and visits taking place/
coming up and successful events being led by our sports leaders!
The students have worked hard in PE and shown much dedication
and commitment to the extra-curricular clubs too.
We began the half term with
the Year 7 girls taking part in
Netball and the boys in
Rugby; both new sports to the
students however they took to
them well. The students
participated in their first
district competitions in both
sports and played brilliantly
with the boys
finishing runners
up in their league!

Girls’ football has been expanding at Ernulf Academy and has
become extremely popular over the last term. The U13 and U15
teams competed in the Football District competition in early
November and the teams worked hard throughout. The U13’s
A team came 4th in the District Competition — this is a huge
achievement as most of the girls have never played football
before!
The PE department would
like to give a special mention
to Bethany Walker who
achieved ‘Coach’s player of
the Tournament’; Bethany
was the star player,
adapting to all positions on
the pitch and demonstrating
great team work skills.
Although the U15’s team did not place top 5, they were
successful in being the most represented school having attended
with 2 full teams alongside substitutes.
Again, a huge achievement for Ernulf Academy which was
recognised and congratulated by the staff at the opposing
schools. To continue to raise the profile of Girls Football 11
students who have shown great commitment and dedication to
girl’s football club have been selected to experience a fantastic
opportunity to watch the Women’s SSE FA Cup Final at
Wembley arena in May 2019 – Well done to those girls
selected.
In addition, to continue to develop girl’s football at Ernulf
Academy we have joined the FA Girls Football Programme
called ‘Game Of Our Own’. This programme includes increasing
participation and confidence in girls to take part in sport and
developing their leadership skills. Six girls have been selected to
represent Ernulf Academy within this project. They will be

attending a Leadership Camp where they will qualify to become
Football Activators and will take charge of: coaching, officiating,
managing and marketing girls Football at Ernulf Academy.
Congratulations and good luck to the girls who have been
selected; Missy Harvey, Lillie Impey, Lucy Freeman (Year 8) and
Sophie Caunt, Lilly Bailey and Henna Begum (Year 9).
As the weather started to get colder, it was a sign of the
beginning of the beloved cross country. After the students of Key
Stage 3 completed the school course during PE lesson time, the
top 10 fastest girls and boys from each year group qualified to
compete in the Cross Country District Competition held at
Hinchingbrooke School. We attended the District Cross Country
Competition where three of our students finished within the top
16 for their age category and have qualified to compete in the
County Team – congratulations and good Luck to:
Rhian Bailey (Year 9),
Johnathon Smith ( Year 8) and
Bethany Walker (Year 7).

During this Autumn half term, 13 students have signed up to the
‘Hunts Schools Sports Partnership Leadership Academy’. This
requires the students to lead activities for primary schools. The
most recent event that 10 of the student leaders have
coordinated was the Cricket Multi-skills Festival for Years 1 &
2. The students were fantastic and a credit to the school, one of
the staff members at the primary school involved provided this
feedback: “Please pass on my thanks to the Young Leaders who
have again impressed with their enthusiasm and
professionalism.” Well done to Lilly Bailey, Meadow Doherty,
Mark Emery, Barney Humphreys, Tanisha Patel, Hannah
Sheppherd, Ella Rowland, Lottie Fuller, and Rosa Lomas.

Keep up to date with the PE department on twitter :
@Ernulf_PEdept
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