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Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Please can you give me 20 minutes of your time to help your child with their English revision in 
preparation for their mocks and for their final GCSE exams? 

I am writing to you in my capacity as Head of English to ask for your support with your child’s English 
revision. There are two things that would help us out if you would do with your child. 

1) There is a short video clip online called ‘How to write a successful PEA paragraph.mp4’ that I 
believe it would really benefit your child to watch with an adult at home to consolidate their 
knowledge of analytical writing. 

You can easily access the video clip by following these simple steps: 

1) Ask your child to log into ‘Microsoft Teams’. 

2) Click on their ‘English’ Team. 

3) Click on the tab called ‘Resources – Year 11’: 

4) Click on the folder called ‘Key Revision Documents’. 

5) Click the document called ‘How to write a successful PEA paragraph.mp4’. 

Year 11 students have mock exams coming up shortly after October half-term so it is really important 
that they start revising now. 

As I am sure you are aware, English is a subject which requires students to write analytical essays. In 
order to support students with this, we have put together a video tutorial to help students revise and 
enhance the quality of their analytical PEA paragraphs. English essays consist of a series of analytical 
PEA paragraphs so these serve as the building blocks of English essays. This video tutorial is no longer 
than seven minutes and contains instructions, along with hints and tips, to help students write high 
quality essays. 

Most students will have seen this video in class last academic year however, I wholeheartedly believe 
that spending time watching this video together at a pace that suits your child with yourself at home 
will really benefit your child’s revision so I would like to ask a massive favour. Please could you watch 
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the video with your child – it is less than seven minutes long, then ask your child to write their own 
analytical PEA paragraph? It would be really beneficial to your child for both your child and yourself to 
compare your child’s PEA paragraph with the example in the video to check that their analytical PEA 
paragraph has all of the required elements. 

2) In addition, students are not permitted to have copies of the texts with them in their mocks or the 
final exams. However, students are still expected to quote from the whole text to get at least a grade 
4. This means that it is really important that students learn quotations from the texts. It is 
recommended that students download the free app ‘Quotemaster’ onto their phones to help them to 
learn quotations. Many students find it difficult to learn enough quotations but we tell them that it is 
a marathon, not a sprint. Therefore, please could I ask that you ensure that your child has this app 
downloaded and that they use it for at least 15 minutes per day. There are loads of texts on there but 
our students only need to learn quotations from a few. Therefore, please ensure they have only 
selected the following texts as learning quotations from other texts will waste their precious time: 

1) ‘An Inspector Calls’ 

2) ‘A Christmas Carol’ 

3) ‘Macbeth’ 

4) AQA Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology. 

Doing this will help your child to focus their revision. Thank you very much for your continued support 
with your child’s English studies. I really appreciate it. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any queries. 

Best wishes, 

Ms. L. Taylor 

Head of English 

Ernulf Academy 

 


